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he province of Palencia contains the

highest concentration of Romanesque

monuments in Europe. That makes

trying to give a general view of all of
them, or discovering them all on a single tourist
route, an impossible task. Each of them has
its particular features or special charm because
of its artistic aspects, its setting or the route
Yyou need to follow to get there.

But what they all have in common is
offering a complete lesson in history, art and
culture.

[From small chapels that look as if they have
always formed part of the landscape to big
monastic sites, and including all kinds of
architectural or decorative motifs, the
Romanesque monuments of Palencia are
among the best and most enjoyable ways of
discovering this artistic style, with all its
distinctive features.

Although it is possible to find Romanesque
remains all over the province, we can indicate
three basic areas with a greater concentration.

« along the Pilgrims' Route to Santiago,

« in the south, around the city of Palencia,

« in the north, in a large county with Aguilar

de Campoo at the centre.

Following a Romanesque route in Palencia
has various attractions beyond merely artistic
ones: the varied landscapes that open up along
the route; the panoramic views you can get
from many of the sites; the chance to enjoy
the local cuisine, typical festivals and crafts
that abound in these villages, and the discovery
of idyllic spots to spend relaxing holidays in
contact with nature and with human and cultural
experiences.

ROMANESQUE ON THE
PILGRIMS' ROUTE TO SANTIAGO

In its day, Carrion de los Condes was one
of the most important places on the Pilgrims’
Route to Santiago in Palencia and, in the

churches: Santa Maria and Santiago, together
with the remains of the old monastery of San
Zoilo.

FROMISTA. Church of San Martin.

The church of Santa Maria is a classic large
pilgrims’ church which had three semi-circular
apses. The outstanding feature is its southern
door, with a great deal of iconography. Santa
Maria is associated with Saint Saturnin in
Toulouse, the Platerias door of Santiago de
Compostela and San Isidoro in Ledn. The
construction of the church may have begun in
about 1130, a period when Carrién was the
permanent court of Alfonso VI

The church of Santiago has undergone
many modifications. Its splendid front is
admirable, with a beautiful doorway and a
portentous Pantocrator, Tetramorph and
sculptures of the apostles. It dates from the
end of the 12th century, a masterpiece of
Romanesque sculpture. The capitals on the
left-hand side represent the just soul and those
on the right, the soul of the sinner. Its storiated
archivolt represents various trades and features
Christ in majesty — a solemn sculpture and one
of the most classical in Western Romanesque.

The Monastery of San Zoilo is perhaps the
oldest Romanesque building in Carrion,
although pari y obscured by newer
construction from the 16th century. Some walls

Palencia Romanesque

PALENCIA. Crypt of San Antolin.

of the old church in the style remain, along with
an 11th-century window in the remains of the
tower. The early doorway opened in the
Romanesque western gable end was recently
discovered.

The church of the old Monastery of San Martin
de Tours in Fromista was built in the second half
of the 11th century and is one of the most important
buildings of European Romanesque as well as
one of the most beautiful in terms of its proportions:
an archetype and synthesis of Romanesque
culture. Garcia Guinea has considered it the
“Romanesque Parthenon”, as nothing is lacking
and nothing is unnecessary, including not only
skilful architecture but also all the beauty of its
sculptural decoration. This makes San Martin a
kind of patter for the architecture of the 11th and
12th centuries.

It was built in those medieval years of the
11th century following the death of Sancho IIl of
Navarre, a time when the Cluniac and European
spirit was coalescing in the lands of Ca:
Leon. It was the time when the Pilgrim’s Route
1o Santiago was officially opened and when many
kings began putting up buildings in the Hispanic
Romanesque style. San Martin came about at
the wish of the Countess Mayor, wife and widow
of Sancho |

's
Road to Santiago. It was thoroughly restored at
the beginning of the 20th century.

VILLAMURIEL DE CERRATO. Church §. Maria la Mayor

The apses resemble those of Jaca; the lantern
is an outstanding piece that crowns the church,
with very varied corbels of characters, plants,
animals, etc.; the interior balances all
proportions perfectly, and all the arches
discharge on to fifty capitals, all of them with
i le, varied decoration.
Overall, a trip to San Martin is a visit not to be
missed for lovers of Hispanic Romanesque
and even European art.

You can also take the opportunity to go to Nogal
de las Huertas, 8 km from Carrion, and visit
the remains of the old monastery of San
Salvador, and see the Pilgrim’s Route to
Santiago itself le travelling from Carrion to
Fromista, as well as the chapel of San Miguel
at Poblacion de Campos and others. .

SOUTHERN ROMANESQUE

The Romanesque buildings of Palencia,
although largely concentrated in the north of the
province, include some unusual monuments in
the lands to the south.

The essential starting poi the crypt of
Palencia Cathedral, the first building in the region
of Castile to use Romanesque construction
techniques when it was built in around 1035. It
was originally alongside an old Visigothic building
which was ordered to be extended when the
diocese of Palencia was restored under Bishop
Ponce in the times of King Sancho the Great.

Following the course of the Carrion, not far
from the city you come to Villamuriel de Cerrato,
the former summer residence of the Bishop of
Palencia. Its parish church, dedicated to Santa
Maria la Mayor, is a beautifully simple
construction from the beginning of the 13th
century with on of the sturdiest towers in the
province. Its outstanding features include its
dome and the north door, which reminds us of
the Romanesque of the Zamora area.

Downstream along the Carrion, near
Duefias, stands the Cistercian monastery of

of San Isidro, known as La Trapa. It was
founded by the Benedictines in the 9th centut
and preserves its Romanesque doorway, wl
its design also corresponds to the period, both
in terms of floor plan and volumes.
Leaving the main road behind, we move into
the Cerrato valleys. At Cevico Navero, the
parish church of Nuestra Sefiora de la Paz
preserves Romanesque remains from the 13th
century. At Villaconancio, the traveller can see
reminders of what is known as Catalan
Romanesque, a style not very common in
Ca in the apses of the 12th-century parish
church. At Castrillo de Onielo, the church of
Nuestra Sefiora de la Paz, whose construction
began at the end of the 12th century, is
outstanding fol doorways. Very near
, the parish church of San Miguel,
built in the 13th century although with later
alterations, shows us a transitional doorway.

SANTIBANEZ DE ECLA. Cloister of Monater

Other routes will complete our view of the
Cerrato in Palencia. From Palencia, we
into Los Alcores to vi
Fructuoso in Valoria del Alcor. With its excellent
stonework, it must have been built at the end
of the 12th century. Very nearby, the
Romanesque tower of the church of
Torremormojon, below the ruins of its castle,
will round off our journey.

NORTHERN ROMANESQUE |

It would be impossible to try to the
Romanesque of the north of the province in a
single trip. The upper course of the Pisuerga and
the counties of Cervera de Pisuerga and Aguilar
de Campoo as far as the borders with Santander
and Burgos offer such a concentration of
Romanesque buildings and remains that we wi
have to divide them into two routes just to see the
most outstanding examples.

This first one around Aguilar de Campoo might
be called the monastery route as, starting from
San Andrés de Arroyo - a typical Cistercian
monastery founded at the end of the 11th century
and a real treasure of the art of Palencia, whose
i i ter, church

and chapter house — we wi

But before that we will stop at Moarves de
Ojeda to contemplate the beautiful doorway of
its small church with a very well preserved frieze
that will show us the standards of elegance that
could be achieved by popular Romanesque.

VALLESPINOSO DE AGUILAR. Chapel of Santa Ce

Very near to Olmos de Ojeda, on private
property, the former nunnery of Santa Eufemia
de Cozuelos is preserved.

From the Romanesque period, it maintains
its 12th-century church intact, showing the
influence of Fromista and the workshops of San
Andrés del Arroyo.

At Vallespinoso de Aguilar we will see the
hermitage of Santa Cecilia and, skirting the Aguilar
reservoir, we will reach Barrio de Santa M
Surrounded by emblazoned houses stands the
parish church, which preserves its Romanesque
apse. And, on the outskirts, is the chapel of Santa
Eulalia, a tiny jewel of Palencia Romanesque.

In Aguilar, the whole town tells us of its historic
past. As for its Romanesque monuments, the
church of San Andrés and that of Santa Ceci
at the foot of the castle, are the prelude to the
monumental monastery of Santa Maria la Real.
Founded in the 9th century, the
Premonstratensians lived there from 1162 until
they were evicted in the 19th century. From here,
the culture radiated into the entire county.

Lomilla, near Aguilar, is one example of the
small churches of the north and, following the
main road towards Palencia, we will find the last
two monasteries. San Vicente in Becerril del

Carpio and Santa Maria de Mave stand in

Romanesque buildings of the region.

NORTHERN ROMANESQUE II

The first point on our itinerary will be

belonged to a monastic site and it also has an
interesting collection of corbels.

In Cillamayor, the parish church, dedicated
to Santa Maria la Real, possibly used to belong
to an old convent. Built at the end of the 12th
its collection of corbels is very
interesting.

The church of
Villanueva de la Torre
was built in pleasant

landscape. In popular
style, it has a tower,
unlike other northern
churches which have
a bell wall.

You are also
recommended to see

SALCEDILLO.Church.

very well preserved; the remains of Branosera,
and the picturesque houses of Salcedillo, with
a church that has a rich popular flavour.

NORTHERN ROMANESQUE

We will begin this third route by going down
towards Cervera, discovering many small
lages where we can always find some
Romanesque memento.

The first stop on our route will be the church
of San Cornelio and San C i
Cebrian de Muda, with Gothic alterations and
important works of art. It has a typical bell wall,
a frequent element of the northern churches.

Perazancas is one of the most
i ges of the of
Palencia. The parish church began to be built
in sumptuous style and it preserves a beautiful
Romanesque door and apse. But the highlight
of this village is the chapel of San Pelayo, a
treasure of Lombard Romanesque, with its
12th-century murals.
Cervera de Pisuerga — a northern village
by reservoirs, F j the
north and Ruesga in the west — maintains
the imprint of its noble origins in its fagades of
white stone, the pride of the shields on its great
houses, the ancestral charm in its carved eaves
and the stone columns of its porticoed square,
and all the magic of its landscape.
Taking the road linking Cervera with Potes,
we come to San Salvador de Cantamuda,
capital of the region of La Pernia, with noble
houses and 16th-century atmosphere.
Its church
belonged to a
former monastery
and was built in

3

even its
Romanesque altar
is preserved —
makes it one of the
principal
monuments in the
province from this
period. Its bell wall
is perhaps the best and most complete in this
style in Palenci
Travellers heading for Guardo can visit Pison
de Castrejon, where, alongside the road, there
is a beautiful Romanesque church from the
13th-century transition period. Sheltered by a
15th-century portico, there is an extraordinary
group of Gothic sculptures of the apostles, with
painstakingly carved garments, under canopies.
Travellers can complete their idea of the area’s
art by stopping at one of the many villages they
pass through. They will always find something
to attract their attention.
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STA. MAR[A DISTRICT
Chapel of Santa Eulalia
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